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Fellow Citzzens of. the State of Washington: 


The eleventh day of November, 1889, will everbe a memorable epoch map 
our history, It will be known and desiynated-as-“‘Admission day ? Its an- 
niversary will be celebrated, and ıt may very properly be placed amoug our 

Jegal holidays ~ On that day the Territory, of Washington, after an exist- 
J ence of more than thirty-six years, ceased to ‘be, “and in its place. the State 
“of Washington, the forty-sécond star in the „national - constellation, Ù as. 
called into being. Onr minority and our deprivation of the most cherished 
and important rights. aud privileges of American citizens continued. longer 
‘than we desired, or was necessary, Many of those afouiid. me have looked, 
forward to statehood throngh years added to years, until they, almost de-_ 
spaired of the realization of their hopes, - To those whose. residence within 

our commonwealth-has extendéd, onjy: through a short period, the maugura- 
tion of the first State government- way not appear to be of great intportance. 

But to those whose hair has grown, white beneath. this sky; to those who im 


f planted th e standard of civilization” and christianity mitm its borders;-to 
d those, the ever-to-be-remembered pioneers, it is an eyent of-transcendent 
qnewed ` Iris the acconiplishment of a result for which they hád waited- 
‘with anxious solicitude, and which they now welcome th m ‘and satisfac- 
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The inauguration of the State government; which occurs, to-day, i is i also ` 
a most intportant eventi inthe history of the commonwéalth It marks the 
nd of one form of government and the beginning of another” So > plait i is^ 
he EE of the present hour, aud: so evident is its import, that those 


uture Véare prondly refer to the fact that they saw the wheels of-govetn-" 
ent of the State of W ashington putin motion for the first time, and that 
ey marked the moment when the last act was performed by which the; 


erritoty of" Washington passed into history, and the SE of Washington ` 
htered upoA its active governmental career, TON i 


undaries then were the British. possessions on "the north, the summitof ^ 
ie Rocky, EE on the east, the Colambia river and ‘the forty-sixth, - 
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The Territory of Washingtqn was established March 2, "1853. Its y 


+ finterest; to those it is the consummation of hopes Jong deferred yet everre-- =~ 
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parallel of north latitude on the south, and-the Pacific océait ‘on the. west 
It was then almost an empire in extent — Those boundaries remained.until, 
the formation of the Territory of Idaho; on March 3, 1863; when: our -east- 
_ern boundary was changed to the one -hundfed ‘and seventeenth.ineridian, | 
where it now remains: ` SE ET, Te E TE 
It is impossible for me, at this time, to give even a synopsis of the BH 
= which have occurred during our territorial life: The history of the Terri- 
tory remains to ‘be written .To ‘that. we must look for an account of the 
dangers and hardships encountered by the early settlers; of-the-political~ 
events which transpired during the territorial period, and of thé gradual, 
change of a wilderness inhabited by savages into a commonwealth possess- 

— ing all the advantages of the highest civilization. žk e o 

' The years which have passed under the Territorial government. have, ` 
been profitably ‘employed. Washington: has, during all this time; béen | 
growing stronger fináncially, commercially and politically. It has gained’ - 

^an enviable reputation. Its resources have been exhibited and its capabili- 

ties have been made known. Its ability to assume the responsibilities and 
bear the burdens of statehood is far greater now than at any time in the 
past Already it outranks several other States of the Union iù population 
and wealth; and is pressing forward with giant strides to that high position 
which it is destined to occupy. Our commonwealth enters upon statehood . 
under circumstances that are most favorable; under auspices which assure 
a prosperous future. Every branch of business is flourishing. .For several 
years the tide of fortune has been swith our citizens, and they have taken the 
treasure which has floated upon its bosom: : 

The attention of-the world has been attracted by our commercial facili- 
ties, by our agricultural and manufacturing advantages, by our resources ‘of 
timber; coal and iron and the precious metals, and by our phenonienally 
pleasant climate. “Capital and population” aré flowing in upon uà in an ap- 
parently endless stream. Commerce, manufacturing-and agriculture, the 

- three great elements of a nation's prosperity, are on a firm basis, and the 
‘possibilsties | of their future development are boundless. 

We Young and comparatively uudeveloped as it is, Washington énters the, 
Union the peer of any State, and the superior of, many Only a few years 
of this century remain, but before they are gone Washiugton will be uni- 

- versally recognized as one of the greatest of the American States. : - 
- , . It attains its majority and enters the Union well endowed. Owing to 
` . tne generosity of its sister States, through their Representatiyes in Con: 
gress, ‘it has received more than ‘half: a nnlion acres of land of the present. 
i value of more than five inillions of dollars, in addition to the magnificent. 
~ grant for the support, of common schools. Washington is, therefore, not. 
` only wealthy i in its resources and ‘capabilities, | but in fact. The present. ins 
" deed; gives promise ofa glorious fature, and the j past, too, “adds its evidence 
5 to ‘strengthen our Ze The recent. ‘progress of Washington has beer 
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truly E "Less. than a [decade since, its population was, 75,000; now . 
“itis more than 300,000. The assessed value of its property; was ‘then tweü- 
“ty-two millions of dollars; now dt is.one hundred- and twenty- -five millions, ; ‘ 


> 
E = 

2 E = * * ST 

* 4 T 


Then only: aifew miles of railroad had been constructed within its Borders; AN 


now they penetrate to y nearly every part of the State, and one transconti-- 

“nental road extends from its eastern almost to its western, boundary. Then 
- its largest city bad less than five thousand inhabitants; now it contains three ^ 
cities, each of which has more than twenty-five thousand. Truly the recent 
past gives promise of a future which will realize our most „sangnine antici-. 
pations. The State is now, practically, connected’ with the south; and east 
by three transcontinental railroads, and there is every reason for hope that 
this number will be increased, perhaps doubled, within a few years. With ^ 
this increase will'come manifest advantages. Freight.and passenger rates |. 
" between. w ashiügton and the east will “be materially teduced New mar- 
‘kets for our products will thus be opened and thé price of necessities of 
eastern i manufacture will be reduced.“ With this increase of comntercial ad- 
vantages will come an increase in manufactures- and an increased remuner- , 
ation’ for industry in the hne of agriculture; which always follows the. 
growth of znanufactures. (Truly the prospect is encouraging Itis'such ` 
that the citizeu of Washington cau look upon his State with pude and an- 
tiapation which cannot, be too great, 
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But a. forecast óf tlie future of W. ashington, which did not take into con- 
sideration the possibilities of its foreign commerce would be superficial and 
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very incomplete. ` Already this is a Source of revenue to tts citizens, the- . -` 


importance of which cannot be over-estimated, Exports from Puget Sound 
are now carried to ports of all continents—North America, South America, 
Africa, Asia, Europe and Australia, aud to many of the islands of the Pa- 


cific ^ The trade of ‘Europe with the Qrient, a trade which has enriched Sab 


every country that has engaged : in it, is now insignificant in comparison . ` 


with what it will become in the near future. The uncounted millions of China 
and North Asia are beginning to awaken to the advantages of our civiliza- ` 
Don, Year by year they accept more and more of the manufactured pro-- 
ducts of Europe and America. Wheat 1s supplanting rice as a staple arti- 
cle of food. The Occident i; is looking to the Orient for its supplies. “Here, 


‘will spring up a trade which will vastly outmeasure the old Oriental trade, LE 


and it is fair to^ suppose that a réasonable proportion of this mighty stream , ` 
of commerce will fow through Puget Sound, which is nearer by many 
thousand. miles ‘to the commercial cities of Asta than are the’ competing 
ports of Europe. The manufactured products of eastern Amerita and the_ 
products of our owwn-State will be exchanged, here for the produets of- 
Asia. As a consequence of this. trade there will arise upon the waters of: . 


Puget Sound several commerei4f tities, one at least of which "will rank with - 
ithe great commercial cities of the world. . S 2 
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The eastern portion of our State js unrivalled in the production of all, : 
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the cereals aad the fruits indigenous to the temperate ZONES, | and its eed 


tive capacity is alntost incalculable. ; wo Ne ids 


Are not these considerations sufficient to jastify | the citizens, of. Wash- 
ington in ‘their firmly ‘rooted belief that their, rState will ultimately\h be’ one of 
the foremost i in the Union? 8 


The substitution of a “State Goreme for that of the Territory i imposes 


, upon the- citizens of Washington more soleuin duties and graver responsi- 


B 


bihties than those to which they have been accustomed. Hitherto the power 
of. our _ Legislature | to"enáct laws have been limited and restricted by the 
organic act and the amendments thereto, aud by the varions laws that have 


` been passed by Congress relating 1 to the ferritories, Further than, this, 1 Con- 


gress reserved the right to annul any law passed by the Territorial Legisla- : 
ture which seeriied to be unwise aud injudicious Wehad no voice in the ` 
selectiug of our Executive and Judicial officers and none in directing t the 
course of the National Governmeut, Hereafter all will be changed, - The. 
powers of our Legislature will be limited only by tlie Constitution of the; 
United States and that of the State of Washingtou Out citizens will be on ; 
an equality, with those of ady other State of the Union, and. their wishes will 
have due weight in determining the policy of the National Government. We’ 
should, therefore, exercise a conscientious endeavpr to bear well: these new 
responsibilities and discharge faithfully the new duties which are ours, and: 
prove ourselves worthy of the rights which we have secured. “Let greater 
wisdom accompany the greater power that we now possess Let us dis-' 
charge the additional duties devolving upon ap i in a manner that will ré 
dound to our credit; advance the welfare and prosperity of our State and add. 
iniportanice and strength to the National Union. . aM 


. The Constitution which has been adopted by our people aud on which’ 
our State Government must rest, although not universally approved appears. 
to be satisfactory to a great majority of our fellow citizens No one should 
have anticipated a perfect. Constitution, An instrutnent of that character 
ever Has been, and never will be devised “If the Constitution is as perfect 
as could reasonably be expected, taking into consideration existing con- 
fliéting interests, and radical differences of.opinion that are entertained: 
upot.mary important Governmental and’ other questions, ther: all should 
be content; Submit to the will of the majority and atleast he willing to give 
to the Constitution a fair trial: ‘Should, however, experience teach that any 
of its provisions are unwise, or others required, or that additional limitations: 
upon Legislative power, are necessary, then let amendments be prepared in 
the manner provided. There. are indications that this’ ‘course is not satisfac- 
tory to all of our fellow citizens., Already amehduients are suggested and 
are being agitated. "This is not good policy. No attempt to change the. 
Constitution should be made until ‘time and experience’ shall demonstrate; 


_ that changes are advisable, and that suggested amendments would improve 


itani render it more satisfactory than it now is. Changes should not be 
‘countenanced or approved, by Phone. who believes that The fundamental 
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law should: be reasonably permanent Së who 1s swath ug Par it be submitted - 


to thé test of experieuce. 7 -— 3 i 
In addition to this, the State Constitution 15 only a finntation upon leg- 
islative power, dufetit is respect from the Constitution of the United 
States, which is a grant of power. It-1s, therefore, to be ‘presumed that im 
addition to the specified subjects ın the Constitution upon which the Legis- 
- lature is required to take action, it wil) at its first session enact such laws 
as will remedy what, fo niany, may-appear-to be defects in that instrument 
— Within the past few months several of the largest cities of our cominon- 
wealth have suffered from “disastrous conflagrations. In a fewhours prop- 
erty of the value of many millions of dollars, the ac cunfulation of years, 
' the proceeids of lives of toil, wére swept out of existence To individuals, 


int many iustances, these fites occasioned serious losses, and may be regarded _ 
* as calamnties, but the cities will sustain no permanent inju ý+ "They are be- . 


ing rapidly rebuilt, better and more substantial than before “The check to 
business was only temporary, and the -populatiou of each has increased 
withontinterruption, - The undaunted courage, the indefatigable énterprise 

and the persevering energy displayed by the people of those cities under. 
' what were consideréd overwhelming musfortunés, have excited admiration 
_ aud, astonishment throughout the continent and wherever the facts have 
become known, These characteristics have been fully.recognized and ap- 
préciated by foreign capitalists, who offered loans to these cities to enable 
them to rebuild at less rates of interest than those formerly demanded. In 
this respect, as well as in others, these conflagrations have already shown 
themselyes to be beneficial rather than calamitons, Great disasters brmg 
out: the trne character of a people + e 


-  : With resources superior.to those of any other ‘equal area, with a popula- ` 


tion as enterprising as it 1s courageons, with a. climate which commends it- 

, self to all who experience it; occupyiug a position at the gateway of the. 
| Oriental and Occidental commerce of the future, there is no reason why the 
State of Washington ‘should not in ‘the near future take rank amoug the 

most prominent States of the Union, nor why our people should not enjoy 

the priceless blessings of prosperity, health and happiness. 

Having been elected by my fellow-citizens to the office of Governor of the- 
‘State of Washington, I am about totake the prescribed oath and enter upon 
the discharge of my duties. J fully appreciate the dignity and honor of the 
position and am profoundly grateful to my fellow-citizens for the confidence 
which they haye reposedin me. “AtthesametimeI deeply realize the respon- 


sibility that I assumejand the difficulties and embarrassments with. s I' 


"may be surrounded. V Matters will necessarily come before me for achion 
about which honest differences of opinion will be entertamed by my fellow 
citizens. I cannot hope 
siticerely assure you AMatat all tinies and under all circumstances my high- 
ast and best efforts ^will be directed to the promotion of the varjous ; interests - 
of thé é people ofthe State of - Washington. 
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: - EUSHA P. BERRY. 
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that my course will be satisfactory to all, but I can . 
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Gentlemen D the Senate‘and Hous: of Repi 'esentatives - R 2d E 


-- U The convening of the first Legislature of the State of Washington i isa 

: _ inostimportant event in our history, and as the representative of the Execu- 
tive Department, I extend to you my sincere congratulations. ‘The great 
honor whic has been conferred upon you by our fellow-citizens is a marked 
one, which cannot fail to awaken in you pardonable feelings of pride and 
gratification. Other Legislatures of Washington there will be, but this is 
the first ‘You are the pionéers of State legislation. To you has been 
assigned the work of laying the foundation upon which the law-makers of. 
the future will build; of so establishing the institutions of the State ‘that 
they will be in keeping with the modest present, yet capable o of. expansion 
to meet the requirements of the future; and you have the great pt privilege of 
bearing-a most- aportant part iu the founding of the State government: 


. While the position which you occupy is one of peculiar honor, the du ^ 
ties pertainiug ‘to it are also of peculiar responsibility. "The powers pos- 
sessed by you are limited only by the Constitution of the United States aud" 
of this State. Itis your province to make precedents, not to follow tliem; 
‘to. mark-the way, that others may walk in the path which you have made. 

- Yont position is unparalled, 80 far as this commonwealth is concerned. The 
situation of the State of Washington is like thaf of a yóung man eüteriug' 
upon the serious business of life, 'Iu his mind are the precepts which he 
has learned in childhood and in youth. Before and abont liim are the ex- 

. amples of others who have eutered upon their active career under similar ` 
- Circumstances to those in which he is placed, Behind him ‘are incomplete 
and unsatisfactory experieuces which ‘are totally inadequate fo serve as 

^* guides for future acts, or to furnish rules for future conduct. The common- 

^ wealth of Washingtom has arrived at'miauhood. Its childhood, its youth 
are passed. It has to guide it the example of other.States, which have beeu 
similarly situated, together with the incomplete éxperiences of its. own 
period of territorial existence. Itis your high prerogative and imperative 

- duty to.start it anguk in the larger hfe upou which it 1s now entering. S 

Sr ~ CONSTITUTIONAL RÉDUIREMEN 15, S SL Ze 
"The Constitution of the State of WV ashingtotidesignates certain legisla- | 
uot which should be enacted, Although this duty is not directly imposed: 
upou yon, yet it is evident ‘that it was intended that the subjects referred to 
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should be: considered by the frst Legislature. Of-the matters to which your’ 


attention is thus pointedly directed, I will refer briefly in the qrder à in which doo" 
they are presented in the. Constitution er, o, vi, R : 


P E 


CONVICT TABOR. , : bcm 
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trary cannot be Jet out to any person ór corporation, and you are required to , 


. legislation upon this subject is necessary in order that the system of labor 
: adopted by you may go into operation on the first day ot the coming year, 
which is clearly intended by the Constitution. . d Se? i 
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BUREAU-OF, STATISTICS, AGRICULTURE AND IMMIGRATION. 


e The Constitution provides (Article I, Section 34) that “there shall be 
* established i in the office of the Secretary of State a Bureau of Statistics, Ag- 
‘riculture and. Imuiigiation, under such regulations : as the Legislature may 


to prescribe the duties and to provide for the compensation of such’officers `- 
as may become nevéssary for its successful operation The name given to 

thé. Proposed büreau by the Constitution sufficiently indicates its general 
scope, aud it is your duty to make such provision as'in your judgment will 
best attain the end which is obviously designed., — ~> 


r 


PROTECTION-OF MINERS AND “OTHERS. Se 


ou are also directed (Article D Section 35) to pass necessary laws for 
the protection of persons working’ in mines, .factoi:es añ other employ- 
ments dangerous fo life or deleterious to health" and to fix pains aud pen- ar 
alties for tlie enforcement of the same.” There is a mining Jaw now im. f 
force which has giveù general satisfaction to' those most interested im its op- 
eration, This law, modifed in some particulars and so extended 1n scope E 
as to apply to persons employed in other lines of nidustry, as well och 2A ^ 
| miners, would doubtless meet the reqniretuents of the Constitution and give ` ` 
; protection. to those for whom it is designed’ This is'a subject to which I E 
would earnestly direct your attention ihe citizen has a right to look to tlie 
i State for the fullest possible protection agaist "bodily i injury in his efforts to 


cious} The enactment of a law which will carry out the provisions of this sec- 
tion to their fullest extent would b2 as acceptable to the people’ of' the State” 
s it Woulå ‘be beneficial to those who are engaged iú dàngerous employ- : 
ments RJ D Le y7 x . 
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; i . ERER PASSES. A" ` i , 


I direct yonr attention to Section 39 o£ Article, II, wich 19 as follows: 

“Tt shall not be lawful for any person holding office in this State to ac- - 
cept or use 4 pass, or to purchase transportation from any railroad or other i 
corporation, other than as the same niay be purchased by the "general pue "2 
SN the Legislature s anal pass d'Be to enforce this provision. 
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After the first day of January Sext he labor of convicts m the peniten- .. ; n3 


provide for the working of convicts for the benefit of the State. Eariy-. - 


s provide,” It becores your duty, therefore, to establish such a bureau and, ^ EE 


Secure a livelihood, no less than against i injury’ ‘which is designed aud mali- p 
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" for the registrátion, of every elector in-the State as a pre-requisite to the 
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.- You will observe that this: section specifically directs, you to enact a law 
for the accomplishment of a stated purpose. In‘connettion with, the sub- 
ject, I also, direct your attention to Section 20, Article 12, and suggest the 


enactment of a law to carry those sections 16 effect. A at C 
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, e 2. COMMISSIONER OF; PUBLIC LANDS. ` , en 


ri - - 


^ It eil be nécessary- Tor sou to -prescribe the duties and fix the compen- ` 
sation of the Commissioner of Public Lands. This office Ze: ctéated by the” 
Constittition; the incumbeht has been elected by the people; Dout oo powers 
have been conferred’ upon himor duties prescribed. Tt 1s tò be inferred . 
from the title given to this officer, that it was designed that he should have. 
the management and control of all lands donated by the general. govern- 
‘ment to the State, -but the powers aud duties to be exercised and discharged 
Ki "him are subjects over which you have full control. Itis needless” for 
“ane to say that until there 15 Legislation, this officer, although ‘elected and 
qualified, can | perform no duties’, ` f 


D H 


"E Josricus. OF. THE PEACE, oF > 
^ You are required fo “determine the. nutüber of Justices of the Peace to 

‘be elected 1x corporate cities. and towns, and i in precincts” and tó prescribe 

their powers, duties and jurisdiction 7 : ~ 


* 
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. ELECTIONS ~ > : 


. Af the matter of elections the Constitution confers upon you large pow- 

ers, prescribing, for the most part, however, in what direction they shall be 

"used. You ate instructed to provide a method of -voting which will secure. 

to every elector: absolute secrecy in preparing and depositing ‘his ballot’ 
In devising such a method yonare allowed the largest freedom of action; the 
only limitation being the provision that elections shall be by. ballot, Itis not 
necessary ner do I desire to indicate a choice. between ` auy of the methods 
for securing a secret ballot, which may be urged upon you. In this matter, 
you should exercise the utmost care, for npon the preservation of the pur- 
ity of the ballot, depends in a-great measure the success of our institutions; 

and without absolute secrecy we cannot hope to.obtain even a. reasonable 
degree of purity in our elections. Yon are also directed Io" enact a regis- 
‘tration law to be enforced. in cities and towns having 'a population of more 
‘than five hundred. In addition to this, you may, in your discretion provide 


tight to vote ‘You may adopt one system of registration i in’ cities and towns 
having o population of more than five hundred, and another applicable to 
all other portions of the State. This should receive your careful attention. 
"The safeguards to- be thrown around the ballot box to: prevent fraud and 
Corruption cantiot be too many nor too stringent: ' ttt 
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* "REVENUE AND TAXATION. 


Mox 3 « 


I desire to call your attention to the article of the Constitution relating 
‘to revenue and taxation. "The matter.of raising revenue to defray the ex- 
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penses. of the State government, to insurethe dee of its institutions ` 
and to -pày- the principal and interest of any debt that now exists, or ‘that ^ 
' may-hereafter be incurred, 1s left in your lauds. There are, however, sev- 
eral important, restrictions of which you should not lose sight! Taxation 
shall be annual, and thé rate of, assessment aad taxation of all property in - 
the State shall be uniform and équal. Tbe property of the United States 
‘and of the State, counties, school districts and municipal corporations shall. 
be exempt from taxation by general law. You also have theright 1 Dn 
^ other property froiu taxation by general laws, provided, fiowever, taat: 
property of corporations shall be taxed equally with, and similarly io, the 
propérty of individuals Vou are also directed to “provide for the annual 
publication of a Statement of the receipts and disbursements of public 
‘moneys “By the wise use of. the powers granted to you iu this article de- 


pends, in a great measure, the success or failure of the State government. ` 


The power of taxation is one of the most important delegated by the people 
to their representatives. Itis not to be assumed that the laws which you 
enact relative to taxation will not be changed by succeeding Legisk t tres, 
but it is most ‘important that we start aright, If no inistakes are made now, 
the probability of mistakes in the future are not to be presumed TJ urge 
you therefore, not'only in behalf of those who are now resideuts of the 


-State and who are deeply interested in this matter, bnt in behalf of those ` 


. who will ‘hereafter become citizens, to DEER upos this subject your best - 
and most thoughtful consideration. 
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EDUCATION - 


tt wilt also become your duty under the Constitution’ to provide fora 
general and uniform system of popular education, to include common 
schools, and such high schools, normal schools. and technical. schools as 
may be established In the performance of this duty you should strive for 
nothing: Short of perfection. Upon public education depends the success of 
free governtnents Education brings out all that 1 noblest and best in 
man. ` Without it his best efforts are misdirected and rendered of no value. 
"Upon. -educatiod depend intelligence, conservatism and ‘respect for.law, 


without which successful government by the people “is impossible. The . 


: system ‘of education which you devise for this State cannot be too broad nor 
too liberal, and the standard which you fix cannot be too high. In this 
connection I desire to commend to your consideration the Territorial Uni- 
versity, which should be reorganized and its name changed to “The Wash- 
ington State University." This institution should be made worthy of onr 


commonwealth and a fit «coping Stone for our, SES system. er 
e -> t 
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~ S ^ THC MILITIA. — " Bi 


"It willbe your duty to provide by law fororganizing and discipliningthe 
militia and for the protection and safe keeping of the public arms The 
organized militia of the commonwealth; known as the, National Guard, has 
made great progress during t the ast few years and is now m a very credite 
able state of efficiency, Itis s provided with-the latest arms and with com- 
plete equipments, and va small, will compare favorably in point of 
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discipline and in the character of its eee and men, with the organized 
militia of any State iu the Union. > The National Guard of Washington has 
on several Occasions given abundant evidence that it can be depended ù upon 
to maintain ordér i in any emergency that may Se Provision: should: be 
made to increase the militia force Ze to the incréasedin popu- 
lation arid wealth of the State, in order that the’State may always have’ on 
Hand a disciplined body of men who will give, confidence at any time ‘of 
danger and maintain its authority at times of public disturbance., +, - 
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SOLDIERS? HOME. E 


The Constitution” also directs you to provide by law for the maintenance 
of a Soldiers’ Homé for. ‘honorably discharged Unioi soldiers, sailors and 
marines and members of the State militia disabled in ‘the Une ot duty. I 
would recommend that the scope of this projected institution be so enlarged 
that its benefits may be shared by citizens of the State who have been hon? 


B orably dischargod after service in any ‘of the wars of the Republic, and who 


“have been disabled while. serving the United States or the, Territory of 
Washington in any of the Indian. wars that have taken place within the 
borders of this State. 4 E ^ 
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1 desire to direct your attention to Sections 4, 5, $ aud 10 of Article-XI 
ofthe Constitution relating to the subject of county and municipal g governe 
ment In accordance with these sections it will be your duty to „provide, a 
uniform system of couuty and township goyernthent, to provide for, the 
election of county, district and precinct officers and to fix the compensation 
by salaries of county officers and of constables int cities havmg a population 
of five thousand or more. It will also be your duty toprovide by general laws 
for the incorporation, organization and classification of cities and towns’ You 
have the powerto permit cities containitig a population of twenty-five thons- 
and inhabitants or more, to form charters for theirown government according 
to the method prescribed by the Constitution. It is well known that'seyéral 
cities of the State have outgrowti their several charters and will seek to 
avail themselves of this provision of the Constitution. This subject will 
doubtless soon be bronght before you by the action of these cities 
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WÉI CORPORATIONS. 


On the subject of corporations the Constitution i is yery explicit. Any 
legislation bearing upon this subject must be so framed as to meet numerous 
requirements and to come within numerous limitations. No .subject which 
will come before you will be more worthy .than this, of ‘careful considera- 
Don, On the other hand you should avoid the passage of laws which will 


- have the tendency to prevent the investment of foreign capital in the State 


and discourage the inception of large enterprises. The development of the 
resources of our State has just begun and an y legislation which is too restrict- 
“ive upon corporations will materially retard the advancementof the comnion- 
“wealth. Oni the other hand itis your duty i to enact laws which y Ver 
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Bo dar adis ij possible; the unjust use of the great powers which are necessarily 
conferred’ upon ‘corporations: ` You have'ini this respect a double duty toward 
the people. ; You should stimulate the development of our resources by eu-. .' 
,/cóutagitig:the- investment of capital; whetlier.it:be that- of corporations or |. 
‘that ‘of individuals; but you shouttalso enact legislation which will effect- 
ually protect the individual'against every probable” aggression on thé part of 
corporations. e specificall directed to ‘pass laws.establishiug res: , 
- sonable maxi epo of Eae er. the suero HG of passengers aid” - 
freight, and to correct abuses and prévent discrimination and extortion in 
the rates of freight and passenger tariffs on the different Yailroads, aud other. 
common carriers ín the State, and to enforce such laws by. adequate;penal- : 
ties"! You also have power to establish a Railroad and Transportation Com- SX 
mission: GE - aii. - "E 
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There i is one duty indirectly imposed upon you ay ‘the Constitittion to, 
which I desire'to direct your attention. Yon should, without unnecessary - 
delay, enact legislation looking to the establishment of a reformatory iusti-  - 
tution for depraved and vicious youth The fact that ‘uo institution of: this 
and exists has been a ‘reproach to our commonwealth Youthful offenders 
must either be confined in the petiitentiary with hardened criminals or per- ' 
mitted to be at large. Against the former of these alternatives judges and 
juries are disinclined, and such offenders are usually dismissed with à trepti 
mand or confited for a short period in a county jail, no matter how serious 
the offense may have beeg. The effect of such lemency is bad, both upou ~- 
those to whom it is extended and upon their friends and companions , 
Further than this, there is to be found in all our large citiesa class of young ` 
boys who defy parental authority and have little regard for rights of prop: 
erty. They are well acquainted with the police court and have no fear of 
arrest, as it is too frequently followed by release with no further punishment. 


. than a reprymand. t js most pérnicious to permit such youth to grow to... 


manhood in vice atid ignorance, without an effort to reclaim them. An in- 


' stitution in which such efforts would be made is 1mperatrvely needed, and the 


first, Legislature of the new State should not adjourn’ without enacting 
necessary legislation for its establishment x e S 
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- HARBOR COMMISSION. b 
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The ae is imposed upon yon by Árticle XVI óf the Constitution to-ap- v^ 
point a coitimission to locate aud establish harbor lines in navigable waters 
in front of the cities iu-the State and to provide by general laws for the 

-leasing of the right to build wharves, docks and other structures within the 
harbor lines that may be established This is a very important subj ect and 
` should receive your early attention Any legislation assertive of the rights 
of the State to the areas referred to in Article XVI will be also carrying out 
the declaration in Article XVII of the Constitution, aud will facilitate an 
- early settlement by judicial tribunals of the conflicting claims to what are 
“designated i iu the Constitution as ''tide lands." Š 


\ 


aa 


B 
KOR 


b 
due, TENG AO sees At steel aig! maw Bern RE ` f 


t$ 6 er ve 


o2 


` thé enactment of laws regulating the’ pract ce Ps 


1 


A op tnt Uns an qima 


t. 29 tn T gik BOARD OF HE ALIH. 


“Article XX provides for tlíe organization “ofa State Foara Ze Hd c 
and Bureaü oft Vital Statistics with such” powers‘as d yow may direct, abd for 


drugs and medicines. "The benefits arising from laws enacted i in, other 
States of the character hére indicated. have been so apparent, that I ‘need 
only direct your attention to the subject. E 
Us ‘ AFFAIRS OF STATE. E 

"There will be laid before you the respective reports of the inte ‘Territo- 
rial Treasurer, Territorial Auditor and other officers Having charge of differ- 
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ent departments under the late Térritorial Government’ From these you ' 


will ascertain the condition of the affairs of the State and be enabled to-take 
such action upon financial and other kindred ‘subjects as you may deem. 
necessary and proper. E 
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STATE LANDS , 


The general government, welcomes us uito the Union with munificent 
endowments of lands to be applied to educational purposes and the estab- 
lishment and mainfenance of charitable, penal and reformatory institutions 
and for public buildings at the State Capital. -In addition to sections 16 


^ and 36, which under certain restrictions and limitations are grauted for the 


support of common schools in the State, there are further grants as follows: 
For erecting public buildings at the Capital for Legislative, Exedntive and 
Judicial purposes, 132,000 acres; for the establishment and maintenance of 
a scientific school, 100,000 acres; for State Normal schools, 100,000 acres; 
for State charitable, educational, penal and reformatory institutions, 200,- 
ooo acres. The lands granted for other than. educational putposes can be 
disposed’ of by the: Legislature i in such manner asit may deem most condu- 
cive to the interests of the State; the only limitation imposed by the general 
government being that they shall be held, ‘appropriated and disposed of ex- 
clusively for the purposes mentioned.” ‘The generat government has obliga- 
ted itself to pay to the State five per centum‘of the net proceeds of public 
lands lying within the State, which.shall be.sold by the United States sub- 
sequent to our admíssion ds a State.^ This - -js to constitute a permanent. 
fund, the interest of which only can be expended for the support of.common 


' schools. The revenue to be derived from thís source will be annually aug- 


mented and will continue so Tong as sales of public lands in the State are 

made by the United States, The State will also be entitled to that portion 

PR sevetity-two sections granted by Act of Congress July 17, 1854, or an 
University which it has not received i 


CON c RUSION. g i 


The last years of the commonwealth under Territorial government 
have been years of prosperity. The populátion of Washington has increased 
at a marvelous rate and the development of its resources- have gone for- 

{ward without interruption. , With careful legislation and with efficient and 
^ systematic efforts toward the development ç of our great resources the pros- 
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perity with which we are e at „present blessed - should continue indefinitely 
“The possibilities of our commonwealth are great, and we may, with confi- 
dence, assert that there are those now living who will see Washington one 
of: the most populous and wealthy aud i in every way oue of the most impor- 
tant States. of the great Union in which it, has just béen admitted under, such. 
i favorable auspices and with such a Hearty welcome To be the first law- 
makers of this State is your great privilege, “May the Supreme Ruler ofthe 
` "Universe aid and direct you 3 in the discharge of your arduous and responsi- 
^ ble duties In all measures “dévised by you for the advancement of the, 


prosperity.of our State and for the welfare of our, people, you will have wy 
active and zealgus co-operation. = £c 
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Ladies and Coleen: Eu E i — 


A custom has grown up here at the Capital, City and crystalized dats un- 
written law, which requires the retiring Governorto deliver his own, vale- ` 
- dictory and. also to salute the incoming administration, Iu accordance - - 
with that custom, L am here as the last of the race of Territorial Governors 
- to say “Hail and Farewell. Hail to the lusty young State of Washington; 
* rising like a giant in its strength; faréwell to old territorial days. » It is 
an occasion "of reminiscence—for retrospection.' To those of us who have 
watched at the cradle of Washington's political childhood this transition. 
to statehood has its pathetic side. It stirs within lis memories of “ the brave 
days of old," The past rises before us. We see again the long line of white . 
canvas-covered wagons leaving the fringe of settlements of thethen Western 
frontier; through tear-dimmed eyes we see them disappear behind the 
western horizon, launched upon the vast terra incognita, the Great Ameri- 
can desert of our schoolboy atlas, We see them emerge after months of 
weary travel upon the plains of Eastern Washington; -or later hewing out : 
- ‘paths in the wilderness striving to reach that. “Eden called Puget Sound.” 
Hither, year by year, came the pioneers-and built their homes, and planted 
the symbols of their faith upon the banks.of your rivers, in the sun-kissed 
valleys of your inland empire, under the shadows of your grand mountains 
. and upon the shores of this vast inland sea, ~ 
Very gradually we grew. The donation ‘act passed by Ss Soptem- 
ber 27, 1850, giving to each mat and his wife who would settle thereon a 
square mile ofland-in this fertile- region, attracted the first considerable ime 
migration. It also, probably saved fo the United States this Northwest 
territory. The entire population, which at the date of organization a8, sep- 
* , arate territory i in 1853 was 5,500, had grown to 24,900 in 1870 and to $7,000 
» ini880* EE. i Ki 
Stull, with? an abiding faith in the ultimate greatness of Washington, whieh 
the. attractions of her climate“ and her wealth of resources should become 
known, the old settler watched through the long years the gradual unfolding i 
of these resources, the slow increase impopulation, Atlast the railroads came, i 
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linking us with the populous centers of civilization. They poured upon usa 
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These active, pushing immigrants, the best blood of the older States, are 
leveling the forests, they are delying.is-the mines, tunneling the mountains, - 
they are toiling in the grain fields, they are building cities, towns and vil- ^ 
. lages, filling the-heavens with the. ‘shining towers of religion and civiliza“, 
tion.” Log OW mos m ouv. Ee T ue 
“The old settler finds himself in the midst of a strange, new age, and 
almost incomprehended Scenes, The old order of things has passed away, 
but your sturdy, self-reliant pioneer looks not mournfully into the past. 
He is with you in the living present, with you here to-day, rejoicing in the 
marvelous prosperity visible everywhere around him, rejoicing to see the 
‘empire which he wrested from savagé foes become the home of a happy peo- 
ple, rejoiced to see that empire, emerged from the condition of territorial 
vassalage, put on the robes of sovereigrty ko FP 


' . We are assembled here to-day to celebrate this event, thé most import- 


ernment. Through many slow revolving years the people of Washington 
have waited for these exalted privileges So quietly have they come at last, 
so quietly have we passed. from political infancy to the “manly strength and. 
independence of. Staté that we scarce can realize that we have attained the 
fruitión of our hopes, iu -— c 

Let us not forget, in this hour of rejoiciug, the appui: that comes 
with ‘autonomy. Let ns not forget that under statehood life will still have 
` woes; that there will still be want and misery in this fair land of ours, To 
` reduce these to the minimum is the problem of statesmanship. The re, 
sponsibility rests largely with our lawmakers, now assembled here. A good 
foundatiou has been laid iu the adoption of an admirable Constitution, a 


as, aud probably as good as any will ever get.” Upon this you are to build 
tliis supetstructure of the, Commonwealth by euacting laws for the millions 
. who, areto dwelltherem. You have the storehouse of the centuries from 
which to draw; the erystalized experience of lawmakers from the days of 
the code of Justinian down to present times. To failto give us good laws 
will be to “sin against light." Uuto whomsoever much is given, of him, 


shall be much required. -The eyes of all the people are upon you. “Tt is 
hoped and confidently expected you will bring to the discharge of your du-` 


will be found to have been well done; that capital and labor will here have 
“equal recognition and absolute protection; that here will arise an ideal Com- 
‘ monwealth, the home of a race to match our mountains, worthy to wear the 
name of Washington. 7 
Now that I am about to satiéhder my trust and return to pasate life, I 
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ant in the history of Washington, and to put m motion the new State gov- — 


ties wisdom, industry and lofty patriotism; that when your work is done it ` 


- to testify my grateful appreciation of the uniform kindness, forbear: , 


restless stream ofimmigration.- A changé came me sleepy ola Se E ox 


D 


nee atd SE accorded me by the people of Olympia and by all the cit- Se 


Constitution pronounced by eminent authonty "as good as any State now. ^. 
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izens of Wa ashington it has been my good fortune’ to meet during my brief 
term of office. - I shall always cherish among the pleasant. experiences of 
my life the seven months” passed here as Ke last Territorial. 
Governor. ^ .. S S 3 x vd X A z 

To your Governor-elect you, need nointréduction. If SE KE be 
is at least-an "old, settler.” It is a graceful tribute to this, class that 
one of their number was selected to be first Governor. of. the- State. 
It affords me pleasure to testify to his thorough and absólute devotion to 
its interests. His every “thought js instinct with love for the fair- young 
State. .I bespedk for him your-generous co-operation aud assistance. 


SC? i ^. 2^. MILES C. MOORE. 


